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The Context:

This special issue of the Journal of Teacher Education (JTE) will look at the implementation of programs
that focus on teacher preparation and initiatives to build knowledge and capacity for global citizenship for
current and preservice educators, and students in P-12 school settings. The special issue will also advance
current research on the topic and provide current perspectives, strategies, and exemplars of global
competence for pre-service teachers (teachers in training) and in-service teachers (certified teachers of
record).

Global competence has been defined as “a body of knowledge about world regions, cultures, and global
issues, and the skills and dispositions to engage responsibly and effectively in a global environment”
(Longview Foundation, 2008, p. 7). The definition has been expanded by researchers who have written
about global education as “both practices and approaches intentionally created to provide opportunities for
students to develop global competencies, and the theories that explain and inform those practices and their
effects” (Reimers, 2020, p. 25).

The current decade has been fraught with cross-national and internal conflicts, heightened by polarization
of viewpoints and growing access to destructive weapons. These geopolitical conflicts are taking place in
the context of a looming ecological crisis. It is time for education to play an even more prominent role in
promoting global understanding and citizenship, fostering resilience among educators and learners, and
providing pathways to cooperation among people across the globe (Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development [OECD], 2025). It is also important to note that while many inter-governmental and
international agencies exist that are founded on principles of building a good civic society, promoting peace,
and building a sense of solidarity across the globe, a high level of formal education does not necessarily
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correlate with these values. Although the principles of global competence are reflected in the curricula of
many teacher training institutions worldwide, neoliberal ideology that aligns with status quo discourse and
cultures of performativity remains a dominant paradigm in higher education pedagogy (Hordatt Gentles,
2023). This, combined with an alarming resurgence of polarization of political viewpoints, autocracy, and
the disruption of long-standing international norms in recent years, makes it critical for education to take
an active role in preparing teachers and students to understand and navigate the cultural, economic, and
political factors that threaten the wellbeing of all humanity and possibilities for a sustainable planet enjoyed
by future generations (OECD, 2019). Therefore, the field of education, specifically educator preparation,
needs a re-think of how we educate children, i.e., tomorrow’s citizens, to transfer the benefits of formal
education to the pursuit of harmony and cooperation.

One of the early 21st century efforts to describe what might be included in a curriculum of study for
developing students as global citizens was proposed in the U.S. by the Council of Chief State School
Officers (CCSSO) in collaboration with the Asia Society (Longview Foundation, 2008). The curriculum
guide indicated that students need knowledge of world regions, global issues, languages, cross-cultural
skills, and values of citizenship and collaboration. They developed a 12-Element Framework, addressing 3
major areas: dispositions (elements 1-2), knowledge (elements 3-6), and skills (elements 7-12).

The initiative to recommend curricula was furthered by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO, 2014) in their publication of “Global Citizenship Education” (GCE),
which acknowledged the debate around the definitions of “citizenship” from a political versus philosophical
perspective, while providing concrete strategies on how educators could incorporate approaches and
resources to encourage student participation in activities that enhanced their understanding and empathy.
The authors diagram four principles of GCE pedagogy, incorporating holism, dialogue, critical thinking,
and values formation, and reference curricula from countries around the world that represent the principles,
including those targeted toward educators.

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) conducted an international survey to examine
students’ global competence (OECD, 2018, 2025). The survey questions centered around the student
knowledge and skills to (a) examine local, global, and intercultural issues; (b) understand and appreciate
the perspectives and world views of others; (c) engage in open, appropriate, and effective interactions with
people from different cultures; and (d) act for collective well-being and sustainable development.

Building on the global competencies identified by PISA, American Association of Colleges for Teacher
Education (AACTE) advances educator preparation through its Committee on Global Diversity and its
Internationalization of Teacher Education Topical Action Group (TAG). Together, they promote teaching
and professional education practices that prepare educators to serve all learners, integrate international and
intercultural perspectives throughout teacher education curricula, and assess the impact of global
competence development on teachers and programs through research, dissemination, mentoring, and policy
analysis. We highlight the importance of P-12 and higher education partnerships as a basis for research on
global teacher preparation and a foundation for a future vision.

The Challenge:

There have been many calls for current and future educators to support global awareness and cooperation
for the students that they serve in P-12 schools. While some international collaborative efforts have seen
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success, there remain gaps in educator preparation on the topic of globalization and how to use present-day
technological resources to bridge the distances between nations for global conversations. We hope this
special issue will provide teacher educators with evidence-based ideas, examples of best practices, and
resources for program development.

Submissions might focus on (but are not limited to) research on:

e Global partnerships across institutions of educator preparation
Strategies for international collaboration of educator preparation programs

The efficacy of instructional models that build global competencies (e.g., knowledge,
dispositions, skills) for pre- and in-service teachers

Cross-cultural experiences for pre- and in-service educators in countries across the world
Theoretical perspectives that inform global teacher education

Global citizenship education for pre- and in-service teachers in countries across the world
The situated practice of global education for pre- and in-service teachers

Global teacher education for solving international problems (environmental, communication,
collaboration, etc.)

The Approach:

This special issue of JTE is developed in collaboration with the International Council on Education for
Teaching (ICET). The co-editors-in-chief and the guest co-editors encourage submissions from teacher
education researchers across the globe, representing a variety of contexts and programs. We also
acknowledge the work of the International Study Association on Teachers and Teaching (ISATT). We hope
that this special issue encourages collaboration and the exchange of ideas from scholars across the globe.
In addition to an open call for proposals, we invite scholars to submit articles from conferences and events
held by the AACTE Committee on Global Diversity and Internationalization of Teacher Education topical
action group.

Manuscript Guidelines:

Authors are encouraged to submit manuscripts that meet the following criteria:

All manuscripts must be fully blinded to ensure a reliable review process.

e All manuscripts must meet publishing guidelines established by the American Psychological
Association (APA) Publication Manual (7th edition, 2019).

e A manuscript, inclusive of references, tables, and figures, should not exceed 10,000 words.
No more than one manuscript submission per author.

e For additional JTE guidelines for the manuscript, please go to:
https://journals.sagepub.com/author-instructions/jte

Timeline for Submission:

A. June 5, 2026: Call for abstracts launched.

B. July 15, 2026: A 150-word bio for each author, a 300-word structured abstract, and 5 keywords due to
guest editors. Email these items to jte.aacte @tamu.edu and the subject line should read: ‘JTE Special Issue
78(4) - Global Competence Abstract’.
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C. August 1, 2026: Prospective authors are notified if an abstract is selected to move forward to submit a
full manuscript in consideration for publication in JTE’s Special Issue on Global Competence.

D. September 15, 2026: Manuscript submission deadline for the first peer review; see the above guidelines
here: https://journals.sagepub.com/author-instructions/jte. During submission, please select ““78.4 - Special
Issue: Global Competence” when prompted to identify the manuscript type. Manuscripts that do not select
this designation may be routed to the general review queue and will not be considered for the Special Issue.
To submit your manuscript, please visit: https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jteachered. Manuscripts need to
be of ‘near publication’ quality to move forward to the first peer review.

E. November 15, 2026: This is the deadline for the first of two peer reviews; feedback is provided to
prospective authors on a rolling basis.

F.January 15, 2027: This is the deadline for the completion of the second peer reviews; feedback is provided
to prospective authors on a rolling basis. Manuscripts must be revised and ‘publication-ready’ by May 20,
2027.

G. February 26-28, 2027: AACTE Annual Conference special symposium presentation.

H. Noon (CST), Tuesday, June 1, 2027: All final manuscripts must be received in the Sage online system
for consideration of publication in JTE’s special issue on Global Competence in JTE for 78(4).
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